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President’s Message
Happy New Year! What a wonderful year we had here in Moorpark- especially our vibrant spring! Finally receiving the eighteen plus inches of rain we had
this past year was such a blessing for the native trees and bushes.
In the early days of Moorpark, when apricots were the king of the valley, a
spring such as this would have made all the apricot ranchers leap for joy. Since
there were no deep wells to supply water in the early 1900's, Mother Nature and
her winter storms were the sole supplier of water for the trees. Depending on rain
for one’s source of irrigation water was called "dry land farming" and our valley
was full of farmers who did just that.
During the warm spring temperatures, apricot trees start to awaken from
their long winter slumber. Soon, the buds swell and the blooms begin to appear.
The growers in the old days knew that it would take the bountiful rains to allow
the trees to have enough energy to set a large crop of apricots.
All of the townspeople would be feeling optimistic about the future. They
understood the importance of the rain and how the trees and farmers needed the
water to have a good year economically. Since the local merchants counted on the
farmers for sales, if growers had a good crop and strong sales of fruit, that income
would subsequently be spent in town.
One cannot overstate the importance of a good crop to the health and vitality of the community. Many of the merchants had been carrying the farmers "on
account" for many months. The businesses would extend credit to the farmers for
months at a time. When crops were sold, the farmers would, in turn, settle their
bills with the merchants. This buying on time was just how business was conducted at the turn of the century.
Growing up in Moorpark in the 60's and 70's, I remember a similar system
in Whitaker's Hardware, Rainey's Market, Spencer's Market and Gunter Pharmacy. On the first of each month my mother would walk into each store and pay off
our family account. All month long, she or my dad would walk into the store and
sign their name on a card kept in a file next to the cash register. They would then
pay off that balance and start over again. This is so different from today where we
purchase items using plastic cards, the Internet, or even telephones. How the
world has changed in just my lifetime!
Thank you to each of you for this opportunity to reminisce about a slower
way of life in our town. Perhaps a new year’s resolution can be for us all to learn
how to slow down on this ever faster spinning globe!
David Schwabauer, President

Apricot is King!!!
This graphic comes from an
envelope from the American
Commercial and Savings
Bank. It was part of an advertising campaign sponsored by
the Moorpark Chamber of
Commerce.

Serving Moorpark for
over 35 Years!
The Moorpark Historical Society was founded in 1979 and
its main focus has been to
keep the history of our city
alive via our walking tours,
high school scholarships, and
partnerships with Moorpark
schools. Our areas of focus
are collecting and archives
photos and historical memorabilia from Moorpark and
finding a suitable building to
house our collections that will
serve as a historical
museum for the community.

This nifty wall calendar was recently acquired by the Historical Society. It was once a free give-away from Summers Ready-To-Wear Children’s and Men’s Wear store
which was located on the north side of High Street near
the Whitaker Block. In 1948, Alta Summers married
Mickey Mahan, who came to Moorpark with his parents
in 1902. Besides owning clothing stores, Alta and Mickey
were very active in the American Legion and worked
hard to get Moorpark their very own American Legion
Post and Ladies Auxiliary.

Apricot Surprise


Put Almond macaroons, two to each person, on an oven proof platter
 Over each macaroon, lay an apricot half, round side up
 Make a custard out of:
 3 egg yolks

 1 pint milk
 1/2 cup sugar
 Cook the custard over hot water until it coats a spoon. When cool– add flavor
 Pour the custard over the apricots and macaroons
 Beat 3 egg whites to stiff peaks to create a meringue– gradually add 6 tbsp. of sugar while beating them
 Dot each macaroon with meringue and brown in oven
~ Mrs. F.A. Yoakam
From the Moorpark Women’s Aid Society Cookbook, 1939

The Process of Harvesting Apricots
The process used by farmers in Moorpark to harvest apricots was
first to have a dedicated crew shake the trees to release the fruit.
Another crew would follow behind to pick it up and deposit it in 50pound boxes. The fruit was then hauled to the fruit or pitting shed,
where it would be
placed on three-foot
by eight-foot trays,
then cut in half, and
the pits removed.
The next step would be
to lay the fruit halves
cut side up on the
trays. When the trays
were full, they were placed on the fruit cars, 22 trays per car. The
trays were then taken in to a smudge house where they were exposed to four hours of sulfur fumes. The pits, or seeds, would be put
on the cement floor
where they
would
eventually
dry. From
the smudge
house, the
cars were
wheeled to
a nearby open area and the trays with fruit were spread out on the
ground to dry, which would take several days.
Once the apricots were completely dry, the trays would be stacked
up again and the fruit then scraped by hand from the trays using a
special tool. It
was then put
into boxes and
sent to market.
This
process
was repeated
multiple times a
day at all of the
apricot ranches
throughout the
fruit season.
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Donations
We are working to preserve photographs, ephemera, and historical memorabilia that relate to the history
of Moorpark, Epworth, and Fremontville. Donations are always welcome and
we provide a mobile scanning service
for those who would like us to come out
to obtain copies from their collection.
Contact us on our website if you have a
donation or if you would like us to scan
your historic Moorpark items!

Annual Membership Meeting– March 11, 2018

We are very excited that our 2018 Annual Membership Meeting will be held just up the road at the
fabulous Strathearn Historical Park and Museum! Established in 1964, the Simi Valley Historical Society’s
purpose is to preserve historic buildings and sites, provide a sanctuary for artifacts, to provide historical information for the community, and to continue to research the history of the city. The 6-acre historical park contains the original Strathearn house, built in 1893, as well as other historic buildings from the community .
We will begin the afternoon with a brief business meeting and then be given a personal docent led tour
around the property and inside the historic buildings. We hope you can join us for this fun-filled afternoon!
What: Private docent led tour of the Strathearn Historical Park and Museum
When: Sunday, March 11 @ 2:00 PM
Where: Strathearn Historical Park and Museum
137 Strathearn Place, Simi Valley, CA 93065

