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Presidentôs Message 

 Happy New Year! What a wonderful year we had here in Moorpark- espe-

cially our vibrant spring! Finally receiving the eighteen plus inches of rain we had 

this past year was such a blessing for the native trees and bushes.  

 In the early days of Moorpark, when apricots were the king of the valley, a 

spring such as this would have made all the apricot ranchers leap for joy. Since 

there were no deep wells to supply water in the early 1900's, Mother Nature and 

her winter storms were the sole supplier of water for the trees. Depending on rain 

for oneôs source of irrigation water was called "dry land farming" and our valley 

was full of farmers who did just that. 

 During the warm spring temperatures, apricot trees start to awaken from 

their long winter slumber. Soon, the buds swell and the blooms begin to appear. 

The growers in the old days knew that it would take the bountiful rains to allow 

the trees to have enough energy to set a large crop of apricots.  

 All of the townspeople would be feeling optimistic about the future. They 

understood the importance of the rain and how the trees and farmers needed the 

water to have a good year economically. Since the local merchants counted on the 

farmers for sales, if growers had a good crop and strong sales of fruit, that income 

would subsequently be spent in town.  

 One cannot overstate the importance of a good crop to the health and vital-

ity of the community. Many of the merchants had been carrying the farmers "on 

account" for many months. The businesses would extend credit to the farmers for 

months at a time. When crops were sold, the farmers would, in turn, settle their 

bills with the merchants. This buying on time was just how business was conduct-

ed at the turn of the century. 

 Growing up in Moorpark in the 60's and 70's, I remember a similar system 

in Whitaker's Hardware, Rainey's Market, Spencer's Market and Gunter Pharma-

cy. On the first of each month my mother would walk into each store and pay off 

our family account. All month long, she or my dad would walk into the store and 

sign their name on a card kept in a file next to the cash register. They would then 

pay off that balance and start over again. This is so different from today where we 

purchase items using plastic cards, the Internet, or even telephones. How the 

world has changed in just my lifetime! 

 Thank you to each of you for this opportunity to reminisce about a slower 

way of life in our town. Perhaps a new yearôs resolution can be for us all to learn 

how to slow down on this ever faster spinning globe! 

David Schwabauer, President 

{ŜǊǾƛƴƎ aƻƻǊǇŀǊƪ ŦƻǊ 
ƻǾŜǊ ор ¸ŜŀǊǎΗ 

 
¢ƘŜ aƻƻǊǇŀǊƪ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛπ
Ŝǘȅ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ мфтф ŀƴŘ 
ƛǘǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ŦƻŎǳǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻ 
ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ Ŏƛǘȅ 
ŀƭƛǾŜ Ǿƛŀ ƻǳǊ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻǳǊǎΣ 
ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ aƻƻǊǇŀǊƪ 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ hǳǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ŦƻŎǳǎ 
ŀǊŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ 
ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ƳŜƳƻπ
Ǌŀōƛƭƛŀ ŦǊƻƳ aƻƻǊǇŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ 
ŬƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ 

ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ 
ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ 

 

!ǇǊƛŎƻǘ ƛǎ YƛƴƎΗΗΗ 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ 
ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 
/ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ {ŀǾƛƴƎǎ 

.ŀƴƪΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀŘǾŜǊπ
ǝǎƛƴƎ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ 
ǘƘŜ aƻƻǊǇŀǊƪ /ƘŀƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 

/ƻƳƳŜǊŎŜΦ 



                                                                           !ǇǊƛŎƻǘ {ǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ 

 

§ tǳǘ !ƭƳƻƴŘ ƳŀŎŀǊƻƻƴǎΣ ǘǿƻ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƻǾŜƴ ǇǊƻƻŦ ǇƭŀǘǘŜǊ 

§ hǾŜǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƳŀŎŀǊƻƻƴΣ ƭŀȅ ŀƴ ŀǇǊƛŎƻǘ ƘŀƭŦΣ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǎƛŘŜ ǳǇ 

§ aŀƪŜ ŀ ŎǳǎǘŀǊŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦΥ 

¶ о ŜƎƎ ȅƻƭƪǎ 

¶ м Ǉƛƴǘ Ƴƛƭƪ 

¶ мκн ŎǳǇ ǎǳƎŀǊ 

¶ /ƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǎǘŀǊŘ ƻǾŜǊ Ƙƻǘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǳƴǘƛƭ  ƛǘ Ŏƻŀǘǎ ŀ ǎǇƻƻƴΦ ²ƘŜƴ Ŏƻƻƭς ŀŘŘ ŦƭŀǾƻǊ 

§ tƻǳǊ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǎǘŀǊŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǊƛŎƻǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŎŀǊƻƻƴǎ 

§ .Ŝŀǘ  о ŜƎƎ ǿƘƛǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǘƛŦŦ ǇŜŀƪǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ƳŜǊƛƴƎǳŜς ƎǊŀŘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀŘŘ с ǘōǎǇΦ ƻŦ ǎǳƎŀǊ ǿƘƛƭŜ ōŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ 

§ 5ƻǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƳŀŎŀǊƻƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜǊƛƴƎǳŜ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǿƴ ƛƴ ƻǾŜƴ 

 

           Ϥ aǊǎΦ CΦ!Φ ¸ƻŀƪŀƳ 

 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ aƻƻǊǇŀǊƪ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ !ƛŘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ /ƻƻƪōƻƻƪΣ мфоф 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƴƛƊȅ ǿŀƭƭ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Iƛǎπ

ǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŎŜ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ ƎƛǾŜ-ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ {ǳƳπ

ƳŜǊǎ wŜŀŘȅ-¢ƻ-²ŜŀǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ aŜƴΩǎ ²ŜŀǊ ǎǘƻǊŜ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ  ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ IƛƎƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ƴŜŀǊ 

ǘƘŜ ²ƘƛǘŀƪŜǊ .ƭƻŎƪΦ Lƴ мфпуΣ !ƭǘŀ  {ǳƳƳŜǊǎ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ 

aƛŎƪŜȅ aŀƘŀƴΣ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ aƻƻǊǇŀǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ 

ƛƴ мфлнΦ .ŜǎƛŘŜǎ ƻǿƴƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǊŜǎΣ !ƭǘŀ ŀƴŘ aƛŎƪŜȅ 

ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŀŎǝǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ [ŜƎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ  ǿƻǊƪŜŘ 

ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ aƻƻǊǇŀǊƪ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾŜǊȅ ƻǿƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ [ŜƎƛƻƴ 

tƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ [ŀŘƛŜǎ !ǳȄƛƭƛŀǊȅΦ 



aƻƻǊǇŀǊƪ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ 

tƻǎǘ hŶŎŜ .ƻȄ ссн 

aƻƻǊǇŀǊƪΣ /!  фолнл 

ǿǿǿΦƳƻƻǊǇŀǊƪƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦƻǊƎ 

aƻǧƻΥ 

άtǊŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜέ 

 

 

.ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ 

5ŀǾƛŘ {ŎƘǿŀōŀǳŜǊ    tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 

aƛƪŜ ²ƛƴǘŜǊǎ         ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 

5ƛŀƴŀ DƻǳƭŘ     ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ 

aƛƪŜ ²ƛƴǘŜǊǎ     IƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴ 

tŀǩ wŜǳǘŜǊ     {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 

/ƘǊƛǎ /ƘƛƭŘŜǊǎ    5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ-ŀǘ-[ŀǊƎŜ 

Dǿȅƴ DƻƻŘƳŀƴ   5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ-ŀǘ-[ŀǊƎŜ 

 

 

5ƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǇƘƻǘƻπ

ƎǊŀǇƘǎΣ ŜǇƘŜƳŜǊŀΣ ŀƴŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ƳŜƳπ

ƻǊŀōƛƭƛŀ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ 

ƻŦ  aƻƻǊǇŀǊƪΣ 9ǇǿƻǊǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ CǊŜƳƻƴǘ-

ǾƛƭƭŜΦ 5ƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ 

ǿŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ƳƻōƛƭŜ ǎŎŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ 

ǘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴΦ 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǳǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 

Řƻƴŀǝƻƴ ƻǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǎŎŀƴ 

ȅƻǳǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ aƻƻǊǇŀǊƪ ƛǘŜƳǎΗ 

¢ƘŜ tǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ IŀǊǾŜǎǝƴƎ !ǇǊƛŎƻǘǎ 

¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ƛƴ aƻƻǊǇŀǊƪ ǘƻ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ŀǇǊƛŎƻǘǎ ǿŀǎ 

ŬǊǎǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŎǊŜǿ ǎƘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘΦ 

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎǊŜǿ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ ƛǘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǇƻǎƛǘ ƛǘ ƛƴ рл-

ǇƻǳƴŘ ōƻȄŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜƴ ƘŀǳƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƻǊ ǇƛǩƴƎ ǎƘŜŘΣ 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 

ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ-Ŧƻƻǘ 

ōȅ ŜƛƎƘǘ-Ŧƻƻǘ ǘǊŀȅǎΣ 

ǘƘŜƴ Ŏǳǘ ƛƴ ƘŀƭŦΣ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘŜ Ǉƛǘǎ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘΦ 

¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǘŜǇ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 

ǘƻ ƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƘŀƭǾŜǎ 

Ŏǳǘ ǎƛŘŜ ǳǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǘǊŀȅǎΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀȅǎ 

ǿŜǊŜ ŦǳƭƭΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ŎŀǊǎΣ нн ǘǊŀȅǎ ǇŜǊ ŎŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ 

ǘǊŀȅǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƻ ŀ ǎƳǳŘƎŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŜȄπ

ǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ǎǳƭŦǳǊ ŦǳƳŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƛǘǎΣ ƻǊ ǎŜŜŘǎΣ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ Ǉǳǘ 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜπ

ƳŜƴǘ ƅƻƻǊ 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ 

ǿƻǳƭŘ 

ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ 

ŘǊȅΦ CǊƻƳ 

ǘƘŜ ǎƳǳŘƎŜ 

ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ 

ŎŀǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

ǿƘŜŜƭŜŘ ǘƻ 

ŀ ƴŜŀǊōȅ ƻǇŜƴ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀȅǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊǳƛǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ŘǊȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŘŀȅǎΦ 

hƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǊƛŎƻǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŘǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀȅǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎǘŀŎƪŜŘ 

ǳǇ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ǘƘŜƴ ǎŎǊŀǇŜŘ ōȅ ƘŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀȅǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ 

ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƻƻƭΦ Lǘ 

ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜƴ Ǉǳǘ 

ƛƴǘƻ ōƻȄŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ 

ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ 

ƳǳƭǝǇƭŜ ǝƳŜǎ ŀ 

Řŀȅ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ŀǇǊƛŎƻǘ ǊŀƴŎƘŜǎ 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

ŦǊǳƛǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ 

http://www.moorparkhistoricalsociety.org

